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BANGLADESH 





English 26 Mar 80 p 1 


PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE TO NATION ON LOTH INDEPENDENCE DAY 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in 











BANGLADESH 


PRIME MINISTER STRESSES LNPORTANCE OF MUSLIM TRAINING 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 25 Mar 80 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Prime Minister Shah Azizur Rahman on Monday said introduction of 
Islamic education and the spreading of Islamic ideas and values could 

only offer a durable solution to a world tormented by conflict, agony, arms 
race and destruction, reports BSS. 


He said the concept of communism and materialism could not be able to 
solve the problems of the people and reduce tensions in this turbulent 
world. 


Addressing the fourth session on the final day of the three-day interna- 
tional conference on education and culture in the Muslim world, Shah Aziz 
said we are making all-out endeavours for introducing compulsory religious 
educations ‘n the primary and secondary educational institutions. 


Sponsored by King Abdul Aziz University, Saudi Arabia, and the Islamic 
Foundation in Bangladesh, the conference was inaugurated on Saturday by 
President Ziaur Rahman. 


Dr Kamil Baqir was the chairman of the session which was attended by 
eminent scholars from various Muslim countries. 


Code of Life 


Shah Azizur Rahman said that the impulse of the Islamic ideal is the most 
vital catalyst for the material and cultural renaissance of the present 
world. Islam is not merely a religion but is a complete code of human 
affairs, both profane and spiritual. The Quran provides a large measure 
of conceptual and imaginative homogenity and universal framework for 


judgments. 


The Prime Minister said the history of mankind is a history of conflict 
and agonies. All the ideologies that were thought to be the supreme 
cure for ailments of humanity are now clashing against each other and 














have brought humanity on the verge of death. In the mad race for global 
supremacy there are blatant interventions, particularly in Muslim coun- 
tries, which have threatened world peace and stability. The leaping flames 
of lust for power seek to reduce to ashes all that mankind has built pain- 
etakingly for ages. Only the Islamic ideology is capable of reducing 
world tension and ensuring world peace and stability. 


Surplus Wealth 


Quoting the Holy Quran Shah Azizur Rahman said that Allah has directed 

the affluent Muslim nations to dispose of their surplus wealth for the 
welfare of the least developed Muslim countries. He said this will help 
consolidate the concept of the new international economic order. Bangladesh 
being the second lergest Muslim democratic country of the world has been 
playing an effecting role in the Third World, the non-aligned, summits, 

the Commonwealth and above all, the Islamic conferences. 


The Prime Minister c: lled upon the participants of the conference to fur- 
ther stimulate the concept of Islamic fraternity which is enjoined in the 
Quran. He said that President Aizur Rahman has already laid the foundation 
for setting up an Islamic University, the biggest of its kind in the eastern 
zone of Asia, conceived to become a real centre of Islamic education as 
well as of science and technology. The idea is to build up a residential 
university far away from the vulgarities of modern life so that in a 
serene academic atmosphere the students are able to devote themselves to 
the pursuit of higher knowledge unruffled by tensions of the city life. 

We have decided to impart religious education for a)l communities as a 
compulsory subject in the primary and secondary stages. 


CSO: 4220 














BANGLADESH 


NATIONAL ECONOMIC COUNCIL REVIEWS FOOD SITUATION 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 25 Mar 80 pp 1, 12 
[Text] The National Economic Council at a meeting at Bangabhan on Monday 


evening with President Ziaur Rahman in the chair reviewed the food situa- 
tion obtaining in the country, reports BSS. 





Besides, in view of the ‘very satisfactory’ production of wheat the meet- 
ing decided to intensify the procurement of wheat. 


Earlier meeting in the morning, the Council reiterated the necessity for 
intensified inspection and supervision of family planning activities in 
the country. 


The morning meeting presided over by Finance Minister Dr M.N. Huda; 
reviewed the performance and activities of the Ministry of Health and 
Population Control. Discussions were held with regard to adopting poli- 
cies and important projects to be taken up in the Second Five-Year Plan. 


The Council also discussed various methods of population control and 
recognieed the particular need to put stress on sterilizatior and social 
measures. The Ministry was directed to further gear up the machinery for 
effective supervision at all levels particularly at the level of workers in 
the villages. 


In order to fulfill the national objective or providing a minimum health 
care to the people the Council also recognised the necessity for taking 
steps in the production of more doctors, paramedics, nurses and medicines 
in the country. 


CSO: 4220 











BANGLADESH 


PROGRESS NOTED IN DEVELOPMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 26 Mar 80, Supp, p 5 


[Text] Development of water resources is a precondition for economic pro- 
gress in a country like Bangladesh where there is too much of water in the 
rainy season and too little of it in the dry season. 


The Bangladesh Water Development Board (WDB) has been engaged in the task 
of protecting agricultural land from floods fighting waterlogging and salin- 
ity and providing irrigation water in the dry season. 


Progress: During the last financial year, WDB constructed 133 miles of 
flood embankments 201 miles of drainage canals and 189 hydraulic structures. 
Construction of another 142 hydraulic structures has been in progress. 

This way an area of 300,000 acre -f land has been protected from floods 
while 272,000 acres of cropland were given irrigation water. 


Works relating to irrigation facilities of Chandpur Irrigation Project 

have been completed and 25,630 crop-acres supplied with water 

during the March February crop year of 1978-79, Barisal Irrigation Project 
is expected to be completed in the current financial year. 19 pump stations 
of the project have been completed and work of 10 other stations is partly 
done. Land in an area of 3,128 cropacres has already been brought under 
irrigation in the project. Under the second phase of Ganges-Kobadak Project 
69,904 crop-acres were irrigated during the last financial year. Work is 

in progress in 8 various other projects for irrigation, drainage and em- 
bankmer ¢. 


Another nine projects were completed in the last financial year providing 
flood control and drainage facilities to 47,000 acres of land. Nine 
thousand acres were brought under irrigation. Work on checking erosion of 
River Kushiyara in Sylhet district was taken up on an emergency basis. 
Changes in groynes in the river were completed following the recommendations 
of Joint Rivers Commission. Construction of rivetment along the bank of 

the river for checking erosion has also been completed. Measures for river 
training and controlling courses were effectively implemented at different 











ee — 


points. Besider, cities and towns like Khulna, Rajshahi, Chandpur, Siraj- 
ganj, Sunamgan|, Kuehtia and Haragacha have been protected from erosion. 


So far 2.975 miles of embankment, 1,654 miles of irrigation canals, 
1,280 miles of drainage channele, 1,466 hydraulic structures, 835 river 
closures and 8 pump houses have been constructed, The total area so far 
benefitted by flood control and drainage facilities stands at 4,772,000 
acres while irrigation facilities have been provided to 524,000 acres. 


C80: 4220 





BANGLADESH 


MEETING FORMS COMMITTEE TO REORGANIZE NAP(B) 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 26 Mar 80 p 5 


[Text] A meeting of the workers and leaders of National Awami Party 
(Bhashani) held in Dacca recently with Kazi Abdul Latif in the chair 
formed 4 15-member ad hoc committee for reorganising the party as "founded 
and led" by Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani, reports BSS. 


Mr Abdul Khaleque, Advocate, and Mr M. Ali Ashraf were made joint *onveners 
of the ad hoc committee. 


The other members of the committee °°: Mr Kalimuddin Ahmed Mr Fazlul Karim 
Kazi Abdul Latif, Bhuvan Nurul “4 w, Abdul Awai, Mr Mizanur Rahman, 

Mr Abdus Sattar, Mr Naser Husse’ Khan, Mr Abdul Halim Hawlader, Mr 

Zinnat Ali, Mr Abdul Khaleque K Mr \saduzzaman and Syed Abdur Razzak. 


After a thorough discussion on national politics and the role of the party 
after the death of its founder Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani the meet- 
ing unanimously accepted a statement which said that the need of the 

party based on the ideals of the great leader Bhashani were being felt tre- 
mendously now. 


The NAP (Bhashani) leaders evaluated the situation since the independence 
of the country and said that they felt from the core of their hearts 

that the NAP fcunded by the Maulana should come forward to discharge 

its "historic responsibility" towards the nation. 


They also pointed out the provocations of Indian border security force 
along the country's borders since the “historical event" of 1975 smuggling 
in the border area and unilateral withdrawal of water by the Indian 
authority at Farakka. 


They also said that the "national heroes,"who fought for the country's 
War of Independence, were not given due respect. 


cso: 4220 











INDIA 


PLANS FOR 1980 GRAIN PROCUREMENT TOLD Al PRESS CONFERENCE 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in Englieh 25 Mar 80 p 12 


[Text] New Delhi, March 24. Despite a likely shortfall of about one 
million tonnes in the production of wheat this year, the procurement during 
the ensuing rabi marketing season is expected to be about the same as the 
record eight million tonnes last year. 


Disclosing this at a press conference today, the zonal manager of the Food 
Corporation of India (north zone), Mr A.P. Gupta, said official grain 
procuring agencies would operate from about 3,500 mandis and purchase cen- 
tres in the wheat-producing states to buy the grains from farmers at the 
statutory support price. Every effort would be made to ensure a better 
deal to the farmer, he added. 


Mr Gupta said the government had revised quality specifications for grading 
wheat grains for the purpose of procurement. There would be only two 
grades. Grade one wheat would be bought for Re 117 a quintal and grade 
two for Re 115 a quintal. 


Considering the high price of wheat in the international market, wheat was 
now almost as important as oil, he maintained. The FCI would, therefore, 
leave no stone unturned to mop up as much of wheat as would be available in 
the market. 


Punjab was again expected to contribute the maximum grains to the Central 
Pool. Thanks to a bumper crop, wheat production in the state was expected 
to be around 7.6 million tonnes, about 300,000 tonnes more than the last 
year's record output. The procurement ir Punjab was expected to be between 
4.6 and 4.7 million tonnes against 4.2 million tonnes last year. 


In other surplus wheat-growing states, h.wever, the procurement might be 
slightly lees than last year as the standing crop was not so good. 
According to the estimates made by FCI experts, wheat purchase in Uttar 
Pradesh would be around 1.5 million tonnes, against about 1.83 million 
tonnes last season. In Rajasthan, the procurement would fall from nearly 
300,000 tonnes last year to about 250,000 tonnes this year. Haryana was 
expected to contribute about the same quantity as last year--nearly 1.4 
million tonnes. This would be despite the expected 10 percent shortfall 
in wheat production in the state. 
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Grain Silos 


Mr Gupta said procurement of thie order would mean pumping in of nearly 
Re 1,000 crores in the rural economy of wheat surplue region. Due to 
paucity of covered storage apace in the north sone, a large part of the 
procured grains would have to be kept in the open under cape. 


Total stock of grains in the region at present wae estimated at about 8.5 
million tonnes, againet the available storage capacity of 1.08 million 
tonnes, including open storage space. The movement of graine from the 
north sone to other regione wae not catching up with the increase in 
grain production and procurement within the zone. 


Mr Gupta eaid nearly 100,000 tonnes of wheat would be bulk stored for the 
firet time in five grain silos constructed with the World Bank ald in the 
region. These silos, with storage capacity of 20,000 tonnes each, were 
located at Jugraon, Moga and Mandi Gobindgarh in Punjab, and Lucknow 

and Khurja in Uttar Pradesh. Wheat could be stored in good condition 

for nearly seven to eight years in these silos, he said. 


C80: 4220 








INDIA 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE RESERVES FALL DUE TO TRADE DEFICIT 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 25 Mar 80 p 10 


[Text] New Delhi, March 24. India's foreign exchange reserves have fallen 
for the first time in some years--from Re 5,635.90 crores in September to 
Re. 5,307.48 crores on March 14. However, remittances from Indians abroad 
have maintained an upward trend. 


The foreign currency assets kept on rising till six months ago--from Re 
1,491.70 crores in 1975-76 to Re 2,862.99 crores in 1976-77, Re 4,400.75 
crores in 1977-78 and Re 5,219.86 crores in 1978-79. 


The peak was reached in September after which there had been a decline. 
However, in the first fortnight of this month there has been a slight 
rise, the total going up from Re 5,240.96 crores at the end of February 
to Re 5,307.48 crores on March 14. 


Trade Deficit 


The main reason for the decline is the heavier trade deficit due to the 
sluggish growth in exports, on the one hand, and a substantial increase in 
the import bill, on the other. 


Larger imports of intermediate and raw materials and edible oils and a hike 
in the international price of crude and petroleum products, fertilisers and 
nonferrous metals are responsible for the heavier import bill. 


In the current financial year, India would have spent Rs 3,712 

crores on the import of 17 million tonnes of crude and 5.2 million tonnes 
of petroleum products alone. The bill for 1980-81 for 16 million tonnes 
of crude and six million tonnes of petroleum products is estimated at 

Re 4,700 crores. 


The trade gap for 1979-80 is expected to be Re 2000 crores. For the firet 
ten months of 1979-80, for which statistics are available, the gap was 

Re 1,602.88 crores compared with Re 1,001.47 crores in the same period 
last year. 
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Exporte during these ten months totalled Re 4,877.76 crores (an increase 
of 10.5 percent) and imports cost Re 6,480.64 crores (an increase of 19.6 
percent), 


Remittances Up 


Ae regards nonexport inward remittances, including fam'!ly remittances 

from Indians working abroad, the past two years show a rising trend, In 
the ten months from April, 1979 to January, 1980, such remittances totalled 
Re 2,530.86 crores againet Re 1,743.12 crores for the corresponding period 
of last year and Re 2,255.48 crores for the whole of 1978-79. The pro- 
visional figure for January is Re 400 crores--the highest in a month ever. 


The government has introduced certain schemes to serve as incentives to 
Indians abroad to remit funds through official channels. 


Under the nonresident (external) rupee accounte echeme, a nonresident 
Indian account holder has the benefit of having the amounte received in 
it to be remitted outside India at hie will. 


The foreign currency (nonresident) accounts scheme affords the benefit 
of the rupee accounts echeme and protects the account holder against loss 
due to fluctuations in the exchange rates. 


The other schemes in operation are a scheme allowing investments, with 
option to repatriate, by nonresident Indians and persons of Indian 
origin residing abroad, in new Indian companies up to 20 percent of the 
new equity issues. 


Schemes permitting investments, with option to repatriate, by nonresi- 
dent Indians and persons of Indian origin residing abroad, in certain 
high technology and highly export-oriented industrial undertakings up 
to 74 percent. 


A echeme for priority allotment in respect of import of tractors, cement 
and scooters to persons receiving funds equivalent to the coset from 
relatives abroad: and 


A echeme for permitting nonresident Indians and persons of Indian origin to 
utilise 25 percent of the amount of foreign exchange repatriated by them 
to India through banking channels on transfer of residence for specified 
personal purposes. 


A committee of officials is considering what further facilities should 
be provided to Indians abroad to attract more remittances from then. 


Besides the foreign currency assets of Re 5,307.48 crores on March 14, 


India had gold holdings of Re 224.70 crores and special drawing rights of 
Re 544.18 crores, making the total foreign exchange reserves at Re 6,076.37. 


CSO: 4220 il 
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OF SOVIET DELEGATE'S SPEECH AT PRACE CONFERENCE 


TENT 


New Delhi THE PATRIOT in English 25 Mar 80 p 3 
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INDIA 


GENERAL SECRETARY DENIES SPLIT IN COMMUNIST PARTY 


New Delhi THE PATRIOT in English 27 Mar 80 p 6 
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INDIA 


YOUTH CONGRESS (I) SCRAPS MEMBERSHIP, PLANS NEW DRIVE 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 25 Mar 80 p 1 


[Text] Bombay, March 24: The membership of the Youth Congress (I) has 
been totally scrapped and a new drive will be launched shortly restricting 
membership to the 500,000 odd Congress (1) youths who were jailed during 
the last three years in the cause of the organisation. 


This wae announced by Mr Gulammabi Azad, M.P., general secretary of the 
All-India Youth Congress (I) committee and president of the Maharashtra 
pradesh Youth Congress (I) committee, at a news conference here today. 


He said this decision had been reached four days ago during talks held 
with Mr Sanjay Gandhi and others in New Delhi following some confusion in 
the ranks of the Youth Congress (I) about the membership of those who had 
enrolled shortly after the Congress (I) assumed power at the Centre. 


The Youth Congress (I) will now enrol only those who went to jail from 
1977 till the elections to the Lok Sabha held in January this year. It 
had been estimated that this category was around 500,000 throughout the 
country. 


Newcomers seeking membership will have to wait for a year after the party 
bosses were satisfied that they would stay loyal to the Congress (I). 


Mr Azad said no date had been fixed for launching the membership drive 
nor a time-limit set for closing membership. 


Political observers see i) the move for new membership a method of weed- 
ing out opportunistes and faction leaders who were trying to assume power 
for their own selfish ends. 


CSO: 4220 
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INDIA 


MINISTER REPORTS BIG RISE IN DEMAND FOR OIL PRODUCTS 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 25 Mar 80 p 7 


(Text) Lucknow, March 24.--The Petroleum Minister, Mr Veerendra Patil 
said yesterday that the country's requirement of petroleum products had 
gone up considerably. It wae 24% more in August 1979 than in August 1978. 


During the current year about 16 million tonnes of crude products and 5.5 
million tonnes of diesel and kerosene would be imported to meet the 
requirements. This would be in addition to indigenous production of about 
14 million tonnes of crude. The imports would result in a large drain of 
our foreign exchange--about Re 4,700 crores, he pointed out. 


Mr Patil told a Press conference after his talks with State Government 
officials on the availability of diesel, kerosene and cooking gas that the 
main reason for the shortage of these commodities was the agitation in 
Assam. Three refineries there were closed and supply had completely 


stopped. 


The supply position of diesel in Uttar Pradesh had now improved. About 
86,000 tonnes of diesel had been allotted for March. Mr Patil said the 
diesel requirement for April had been placed by the State authorities at 
between 85,000 and 100,000 tonnes. The demand for kerosene was 41,000 
tonnes. 


Replying to questions, Mr Patil said that though he would not give any 
assurance, he would try to see that the State's requirement was met to 
the maximum possible extent. 


Mr Patil admitted that there was a “terrible” shortage of cooking gas. 
Presently about 420,000 tonnes of LPG were being produced. Nearly 3 mil- 
lion people had registered their names for new connections and taking 
this factor into consideration the demand for LPG was estimated at 
868,000 tonnes. 


According to the minister, the supply position was not likely to improve 
until November when LPG would be available from Bombay High, Mathura and 
some other regions. 
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He said that it was the State Government's responsibility to curb 
maldistribution of commodities. The Centre was concerned only about the 
bulk supply. He aleo suggested that for checking blackmarketing, if any, 
flying squads should be deployed and licences of unscrupulous dealers 
cancelled. 


Mr M. Subramaniam, secretary, Food and Civil Supplies, said efforts were 
being made to ensure availability of essential commodities and check 
hoarding and blackmarketing. In March, 316 people were arrested licences 
of 375 fair price shops suspended or cancelled and 418 first information 
reports were lodged with the police. The district authorities had been 
asked to take action against defaulting dealers under the Preventive 
Detention Act, if necessary. 


CSO: 4220 
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INDIA 


PETROLEUM MINISTER REPORTS LOSSES DUE TO ASSAM TROUBLE 
Madras THE HINDU in English 25 Mar 80 p 11 


[Text] Patna, March 24. The Assam agitation was causing a monthly loss 
of Re 100 crores, to the country the Petroleum Minister, Mr Veerendra 
Patil told a press conference here today. 


Mr Patil referred to the closure of Assam and Barauni refineries since 
December 27 following the agitation which, he said, led to shortage of 
petroleum products in the country. "I do not know how long this agita- 
tion will continue. But, if it is allowed to continue, the country is 
bound to suffer heavily." 


Besides the Assam agitation the unprecedented drought in several parts of 
the country had also contributed to the shortage of petroleum products 
due to a spurt in demand for diesel and kerosene, Mr Patil said. 


Steps had been taken to meet the situation. "In fact, we are importing 
diesel to meet our internal demand," he said. 


The Minister said the supply position of diesel and kerosene would improve 
with the commissioning of the Mathura refinery in March or April next 
year. He would be visiting the refinery shortly to discuss the feasibility 
of its early commissioning, Mr Patil said. 





The Communist Party of India today appealed to the Prime Minister, Mrs 
Indira Gandhi, "to rise above petty party considerations" and tackle the 
Assam situation with the “urgency it deserved." 


The Central Secretariat of the party wanted restoration of normal condi- 
tions in Assam by firmly adhering to the consensus arrived at at Mrs 
Gandhi's meeting with leaders of all political parties. 


It set six conditions for a solution. These included 1971 as the cut-off 
year for the identification of foreigners, their detection through a legal 
process and sealing off the border to prevent further infiltration. [as 
printed] 
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The CPI also appealed to the people of Assam to voice their legitimate 
demands without playing into the hands of secessionist and chauvinistic 
elements. 


Security Steps 


Security arrangements in Cachar, the southernmost district of Assam, 
have been tightened as tension is mounting following the killing of 
Mr. R.P. Dutta a Government schoolteacher, at Kepran in Mizoram on 
Friday night. 


The Deputy Commissioner of Cachar told UNI, armed police and Central 
Reserve Police personnel had been posted at all strategic points. The 
overall situation was peaceful, he said. 


The leaders of the Cki, CPI(M), Congress (U) and Lok Dal in a joint 
statement at Silchar appealed to the people of Cachar and Mizoram to 
maintain peace and harmony. 


Schools Closed in Mizoram 


In Mizoram all educational institutions remained closed today in protest 
against the recent violent incident in which two school teachers were 
killed by unlawful elements. 


About 10,000 students and members of the Legislative Assembly took out a 
procession condemning the incident. The Chief Minister, Mr T. Sailo, 
and the education Minister, Mr F. Malsawma took part in the procession. 


Earlier a meeting of all political parties in Aizawl in a resolution ex- 


pressed deep concern at the series of violent incidents and "dastardly" 
killings of innocent and loyal citizens.--PTI and UNI. 


CSO: 4220 
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INDLA 


STEPPED UP EXPLORATION OF GODAVARI BASIN ADVOCATED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 25 Mar 80 p 7 


(Text) New Delhi, March 24. The Andhra Pradesh government wants intensi- 
fication of drilling opecations by the O11 and Natural Gas Cowmission in 
promising oil etructures in the Godavari delta region--the cretaceous 
deposite of which are much older than those found in Bombay High. 


Similar structures, as old as those of the Godavari region, have been 
found in western Australia and they have turned out to be “prolific” oil 
producers. 


The ONGC is currentiy undertaking drilling operations in this region. 
One well bored into what is now called Narsapur high near the coast has 
yielded gas. Another well on the continental shelf off the Godavari 
coast has shown the presence of both oil and gas. 


Besides, seismic and geological surveys carried out along the Krishna- 
Godavari basin have been quite responsive calling for more exploratory 
drillings in the area. 


Mr K. Rosaiah, Andhara Pradesh PWD minister, is meeting the Union petro- 
leum minister, Mr Veerendra Patil, to impress upon him the need to intensify 
exploration in the region by pressing into service more drilling rigs 

in order to bridge the nation's oil gap as early as possible. 


The ONGC is not averse to the idea, but it is facing some technological 
problems in the drilling operations here. The depth of the water in the 
offshore Godavari region where the first well is being bored is 266 metres 
in comparison with 80 metres in Bombay High. Drilling cannot be carried 
out here by a jacked-up ship like “Sagar Samrat.” 


Drilling is being done here by a “dynamically positioned" ship, “Pelerin," 
hired at dollars 60,000 a day in comparison with the jacked-up rigship, 
"Shenandoah," hired for Bombay High at dollars 25,000 a day. 


Oil and gas deposits in the Godavari offshore area are also expected to 
be found at a very low depth. The projected drilling in the area is 5,000 
metres. 
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According to the ONGC, the exploration work in thie region ie leading 

it to the “frontiers of technology." In very few areas of the world are 
drilling operations being carried to euch depths ae in the Godavari 
region. 


The Andhra Predesh, minister will submit a note to the Union petroleum 
minietry suggesting acceleration of exploratory drilling in the Godavari 
area and outline the etepe the etate government can take to help euch 
operations. 
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KERALA LEADER SAYS RSS PLANNING VIOLENCE IN STATE 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in wer 27 Mar 80 p 13 
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INDLA 


MAHARASHTRA LAUNCHES ARMY RECRUITMENT DRIVE 


bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 27 Mar 80 p 4 


[Article by Srinivas Laxman] 








is ltl titel at. it at if 
a a a 


pteing 


sant an 


ik 


cri 





2* at 


ina 





6 i * 


F EI a 


vit att stort 








{Text} 


CSO: 4220 





25 











INDLA 


KERALA BUDGET PROVIDES FOR LANDLESS FARMERS 


hombay THE TIMES OF INDLA in English 27 Mar 80 p 7 
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INDIA 


LEFTISTS OPPOSE LINKING BONUS TO PRODUCTIVITY 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 25 Mar 80 p 1 


[Text] New Delhi, March 24.—The Marxist-led Centre of Indian Trade 
Unions has strongly opposed the linking of bons to productivity. 


Mr B.T. Ranadive, president of CITU, told reporters here today, at the 

end of the three-day meeting of the Working Committee held last week, 

that by proposing the formula linking bonus with productivity, the Govern- 
ment had gone back on ite commitment to treat bonus as deferred wage. 

Those unions which had accepted this offer had “let down the working class" 
he said. 


He announced that April 21 could be observed as “all-India day" to focus 
attention on the danger of authoritarianiem, rising prices of essential 
commodities, growing unemployment, deteriorating Centre-State relations and 
increasing imperialist pressure in the subcontinent. 


Mr Ranadive reiterated the call for the formation of a confederation of 

the central trade unions and national federations to face the onslaught 

against the workers. Though the response to this move, made last year, 

had not been encouraging, he said the committee would pursue its efforts 
to bring together the central unions at least on major issues. 


Describing the Soviet action in Afghanistan as a “counterthrust to the 
American designs," Mr Ranadive said that arming Pakistan was a threat to 
India and to Pakiscan iteelf. He saw in it a move to pressurize India to 
change her foreign policy to suit the USA. 


He also referred to the Ganga waters dispute and the effort to make it a 
multinational issue as another instance of pressure on India. If the 
type of concessions that were sought on the issue were granted, the eco- 
nomic life of West Bengal would be ruined, he said. 


Referring to the situation in Assam, Mr Ranadive, who is a senior member 
of the party's Politburo, alleged that last year both the American and 
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Thailand Ambassadors had attended a cultural festival put up by "the seven 
sietere” (Assam Meghalaya, and other States). He underlined the presence 
of the Thai envoy linking it with the theory that the Assamese had come 
long ago from Thailand. 


He said there wae "definitely an American hand" in the present events. 

This, according to him wae a continuation of the U.S. efforts 10 years ago-- 
when Bangladesh had not been born--to create a separate federation of the 
Northeastern States. 


The present movement wae not only separatist but wae aleo aimed at Leftist 
forces, he added. 
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, INDIA 


MINISTRY PLANS TO INCREASE AREA SOWN TO PULSES 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 25 Mar 80 p 11 


[Text] New Delhi, March 24.--The Union Ministry of Agriculture has pre- 
pared a long-term action plan which envisages increasing the area under 
pulses by about 2.3 million hectares to meet the present shortfall. 


Under the programme nearly 1.7 million hectares will be added to the area 
for summer moong. An increase in 300,000 hectares under irrigated condi- 
tione for arhar is envisaged. Similarly, an increase of 300,000 hectares 
is proposed for gram production under irrigated conditions. 


The present production of pulses is reported to be nearly 12.5 million 
tonnes, against a requirement of 17 million tonnes. The programme envi- 
sages increasing production in rained areas by growing pulses with cereals, 
millet and oilseeds. Three national research centres, one each for gram, 
arhar and moong-urad in Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu are 
envisaged under the Sixth Plan. Additional research centres are proposed 
in Rahauri (Maharashtra), Bundelkhand (Uttar Pradesh), and Jobner (Madhya 
Pradesh) . 


Sixteen research centres are proposed to be set up in major command areas 
to work on the cropping systems of pulses suited to irrigated farming. 
Research is being conducted in 17 centres under the all-India coordinated 
research project covering northern, eastern and southern States. 


Meanwhile, the Ministry's short-term package plan aims at increasing pro- 
duction of pulses to 14 million tonnes in the current year. Punjab, 


Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Rajasthan are the States selected for 
the plan. 
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INDIA 


NEW WEST BENGAL POLICE CHIEF APPOINTED, OTHER CHANGES 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 25 Mar 80 p 1 


[Text] The West Bengal Government issued orders on Monday appointing 
Mr Nirupam Som, Commissioner of Police, Calcutta. He will succeed Mr 
S.K. Sinha, who has been appointed Additional Inepector-General of Police. 


Announcing a chain of transfer in Calcutta on Monday, Mr Jyoti Basu said 
the Joint Commissioner, Calcutta Police, Mr Prakash Bhattacharya, had been 
appointed Deputy Inepector-General, Armed Police. The name of his succes- 
sor would be announced later. 


Mr Tusher Talukdar Deputy Commissioner (Special Branch), who was involved 
in a controversy with the Commissioner of Police, has been transferred 

to the post of Special Superintendent, Intelligence Branch. He will 

be succeeded by Mr Kamal Mazumdar, Superintendent of Police, Nadia. 


Mr Nirupam Som, who was the Deputy Inspector-General (Intelligence Branch) 
will be succeeded by Mr S.J. Burman, Deputy Inspector-General (Presidency 
Range). Mr S. Kitson Deputy Inepector-General (Armed Police), has been 
made Security Adviser, West Bengal State Electricity Board, a new post 
that has been created. 


The Chief Minister said Mr Naren Mazumdar, Deputy Inspector-General (Home 
Guard) has been promoted to the rank of Commandant General, Home Guard. 


Regarding the controversy between Mr S.K. Sinha and Mr T. Talukdar, the 
Chief Minister said: "The Government's view has been communicated to 
both of them." 
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PAPER REPORTS DETALLS OF BIHAR POLICE TRANSFERS 


New Delhi THE PATRLOT in English 27 Mar 80 p 4 


[Text] 





isp i 
— 
HE i 


i 











i : i 
i ial qi fa 











ii i 
elie fing 


Sih thee 





i 





te 2 
ig 





ee fe 
Det ae 


eee 


— iia 


















iy 








* 


lun 














4220 


cso: 














INDIA 


WEST BENGAL CHIEF MINISTER DISCUSSES POWER PROBLEMS 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 26 Mar 80 ppl, 9 


[Text] Mr Jyoti Basu reiterated in the West Bengal Assembly on Tuesday 
that his Government was determined to bifurcate the State Electricity Board 
to separate ite generation and distribution wings. He said engineers and 

a section of employees were opposing the decision out of "misapprehensions." 
He warned that such action would be detrimental to the State's interests. 


Mr Basu was moving the demand for a grant of Re 57.30 crores for the Power 
Department. The House passed the demand by a voice vote. During his 

reply to the debates he blamed the Union Government for a countrywide power 
crisis. West Bengal, he said, was not the only State suffering from power 
shortage. The eastern and northeastern States were neglected by the Centre. 


He claimed that in the Fourth Plan, while there was a provision for gene- 
ration of 4,785 MW in the northern states, about 5,855 MW in the western 
States and 4,260 MW in the southern States, the total provision for the 
eastern and north-eastern States was only 3,407 MW. 


Mr Basu said that during the regime of the last United Front Government, 
the then Chief Minister, Mr Ajoy Mukherjee, had demanded a fresh review 

of the State's power position, particularly in view of Santaldih's prob- 
lems. The Prime Minister, Mre Gandhi, refused the demand for the review on 
the ground that through optimum utilization of the available capacity and 
integrated operation of regional power agencies, it would be possible to 
overcome power shortage in West Bengal. Mr Basu said the State Government, 
on its own, could not do much to improve the installed capacity of the 
power stations without the approval and the assistance of the Centre. 


Claiming that the power shortage was not a unique feature in West Bengal, 
the Chief Minister said that the Andhra Pradesh Government had reduced 
power supply to industries by 60%, Assam by 25%, Haryana by 50%, Maharash- 
tra 35%, Orissa 45% and Punjab 40%. He said that considering the position 
in other States, West Bengal was not very badly off. Mr Basu said that 
West Bengal had to depend on the supply of power from the DVC and the Bihar 
State Electricity Board in North Bengal, but their supplies fell short of 
their earlier commitments to the States. 


32 














Speaking on the proposed agitation by the West Bengal State Electricity 
Board Engineers Association, the Chief Minister said the Government was 
determined to bifurcate the State Electricity Board to separate ite 
generation and distribution winge. He said he was ready to hold discue- 
sions with engineers to dispel any doubt about their future scope for pro- 
motions and other service conditions. He said the Government was going 
to spend a large amount of money on the bifurcation programme and other 
power projects. 





Mr Basu said that engineers and a section of employees were opposing the 
Government's decision only out of wrong apprehensions and under the influ- 
ence of some unions. He warned that such actions would only harm the 
interest of the people in the State. He claimed that during his talks with 
the Union Energy Minister recently, he had sought the opinion of the Energy 
Minister about the proposed bifurcation of the Board. "The Union Minister 
had supported the move of the State Government," Mr Basu said. 


Explaining the need for such bifurcation, Mr Basu said that within the 
next three years, the generation capacity of the Board's thermal power 
plants would rise from the present 600 MW to around 1,600 MW. The power 
distribution would rise from 200 MW to 800 MW by the end of 1980. Without 
segregation of the two wings, it could not be possible to help consumers 
properly, he said. 


Initiating the four-hour discussion, Mr Vishnukant Shastri (Janata), 

quoted extensively from newspaper reports to show that the West Bengal State 
Electricity Board and the plants under it suffered from gross mismanagement 
and negligence. He referred to the Santaldih thermal station and 

regretted that while it failed to generate the required power, its 
employees were drawing huge amounts as overtime allowances. 


Mr Shastri was critical of the appointment of Mr S. Dasgupta as the chairman 
of the Board and said he did not possess the required qualifications. 
Stating that many qualified engineers had left the Board, he asked the 
Chief Minister to find out the reason behind this. He wondered why a 
“capable” person like Mr S.M. Murshed had been removed from the office 

of the Power Commissioner and referred to the differences between him and 
the Finance Minister, Mr Ashok Mitra. He felt things would have improved 
if Mr Mitra had not prevented private sector experts from visiting 
Santaldih, “merely to satisfy his own ego." Alleging that interunion 
rivalry hampered generation, Mr Shastri described the present power crisis 
as "man made." 


From the Left Front, Mr Lakshmi Sen (CPI-M) also referred to newspaper 
reports to point out that power crisis was not a peculiar phenomenon of 
West Bengal. He quoted from reports of the Indian Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry and the Union Government to show that all States suffered produc- 
tion loss of more than 50% because of the power situation. Mr Sen felt 
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the crisis wae caused by “lack of vision and foresight." He accused the 
previous Ministry of appointing 10,000 people in the Board, "whose princi- 
pal aim ie to thwart efforts at improving generation." 


Mr Bhola Sen (Congresa-I) repeated the pointe made by Mr Shastri, like 
"inefficiency" of the Board chairman and "miemanagement at all level." 

He claimed that while Tamil Nadu was surplus in power, West Bengal was 

not doing anything to bring power from it. He also claimed that during 

the Congress regime, the Santaldih plant was the best in India. Mr 

Bankim Maity (Lok Dal) urged the Government to speed up work on the Kolaghat 
project. 


Moving the motion for grants, Mr Jyoti Basu said the present crisis was 
caused, among other factors, by poor supply from the Damodar Valley 
Corporation and the Durgapur Projects: he said the Project's generation 
was low because of defects in the plant which were being attended to. 


The Chief Minister said if generation improved with better operational 
efficiency, then “we shall certainly consider during the current year 
relaxation of the restrictions imposed on industries." Regarding the 
proposed bifurcation of the Board, he said experts agreed that the "two 
dissimilar functions of generation and distribution required to be separated 
in order to improve specialization in all areas so that each sector func- 
tions more efficiently." 


The House also passed the demand for a grant of Re 22.07 crores for the 
Cooperation Department during the day. Moving the demand, Mr Bhakti 
Bhusan Mandal, Minister for Cooperation, said that his department had 
made good progress in distribution of agricultural credit, fertilizer 

and essential articles through cooperatives. He said the Government was 
committed to freeing the cooperative movement from the clutches of vested 
interests to bring its benefits to the common people. 


The House meets at 1 p.m. on Wednesday. 
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INDIA 


WEST BENGAL LEADER DISCUSSES STATE'S PROBLEMS, ASSAM 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 27 Mar 80 ppl, 7 


[Text] Criticizing the Congress (I)'s stand on the Assam situation, Mr 
Jyoti Basu said in Calcutta on Wednesday that "the future of India 

cannot be left in the hands of this party." He described the recent 
agitatiun by the West Bengal unit of the party in North Bengal as “oppor- 
tunistic."” He was speaking at the annual meeting of the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry. 


Mr Basu remarked that the leaders of the Congress (I) could not control 
the party's different units and these were opposing each other. He wel- 
comed the agreement reached among political parties recently in New Delhi, 
but added that at the same time the State unit of the party in power at the 
Centre was stopping trains and buses bound for Assam. The Chief Minister 
felt the Congress (I) had an ame to grind by trying to create a law and 
order problem in West Bengal. 


He said the Congress (I) should move fast to deal with the situation. The 
agitators should not be indulged further. Under Janata and the caretaker 
Government there was complete inaction at the Centre. Mr Basu felt there 
were till now no repercussions in West Bengal only because Left parties 
were in power. But, even in West Bengal, communal and reactionary forces 
were present. He mentioned the Amra Bangali, the chief minister said he 
was concerned about the Bengalis in Assam, and also about the Nepalese and 
Hindi-speaking people there. 


Mr Basu admitted the Assamese had their problems but said the movement 

had degenerated into one for dividing the people and the country. It 

was bound to have repercussions all over India. But to stall goods traffic 
meant punishing the whole of the Assamese people, to which Mr Basu was 
opposed. He said public opinion against the movement should be created. 


The Chief Minister said the State Government was worried over the situation 
at Calcutta Port. It had suggested the Centre set up a committee, includ- 
ing representatives of the port authorities, the Central Government and the 
Labour Department of West Bengal Government, to deal with industrial unrest 
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at the port. In the present set-up, the State Government was powerless 
ae the port wae under the Centre's jurtediction. The State Government 
came into the picture only when some law and order probleme were 
created, 


Referring to industrial unrest resulting from a multiplicity of trade 
unione and inter-union rivalry, the Chief Minister said hie Government 
had waited for the Centre to provide a comprehensive trade union legisla- 
tion. The State was now itself thinking about a legislation on recogni- 
tion of trade unions. 


Mr Basu admitted the power position in the State wae bad, but eaid that 
substantial investments were taking place in different new and on-going 
projects, such ae Kolaghat, Santaldih and Bandel. 


He said the Centre had not invested for a long time in public sector unites 
in West Bengal. The infrastructure at Haldia wae ready and feasibility stu- 
dies were complete. Even though some projects for West Bengal had been 
agreed upon by the previous Government at the Centre, the State Government 
had once again given the full detaile of them to the new Government. He 
deplored the disbandment of the Planning Commission and the incomplete 
Minietry-making at the Centre. There was no assurance that the policies 

of the Central Government would not be changed. 


Mr Basu felt a dialogue between the State Government and Industry was 
necessary. The Government was willing to solve the problems of the 
private sector. During 1979-80 Re 4.5 crores were given to the private 
sector as incentive. This was three times the amount given in 1977-78. He 
said the State Government would welcome foreign technology and foreign 
investment if it helped the spread of sophisticated technology in the coun- 
try, and the production and distribution of resources. 


Mr S.K. Mehera President of the Chamber, said there had not been any 
significant increase in investment in West Bengal, either in the private 
or in the public sector of late. Industrialists were waiting anxiously 
for projects, such as the petro-chemical complex and a ship-repairing unit 
at Haldia, a low-temperature carbonization plant at Dankuni and a drug 
complex at Durgapur. 


Mr Mehera said the situation at Calcutta Port created by interunion and 
intraunion rivalry, should not be allowed to drift any longer at the cost 
of production. The role of representative unions in an industry should be 
clearly defined. 


Mr Mehera said the increase in excise duty in the 1979-80 Central Budget 
had increased infiationary pressure. The Chamber was of the view that some 
tax relief should be given to small and ancillary units producing items 
for industrial consumption. 
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INDIA 


CORRESPONDENT REPORTS DEVELOPMENTS IN NAGA AREAS 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 27 Mar 80 p 7 


[Text] Shillong, March 26.--Mr Phizo\s son, Kevitsaleszo, popularly known 
as Gou, has come overground after two yeare with the underground; he wae 
trained at Lhasa. He came overground late last month with five others 
including a "Lt-Colonel,"” Changcho at Kohima. Hise action apparently wae 
in response to appeals by overground Naga leaders, Barring Vilivor, who is 
with hie father in London, Phizo's sone are in Kohima and Ghaspani, close 
to Dimapur. ' 


Recent developments across the Indo-Burma border are ominous. Reporte, 
though sketchy suggest that not less than 20 Naga rebel leaders have either 
been killed or executed in purges by the dominant Maoists, including Mui- 
vah Tangkhul and Isak Swu. The main rebel concentration is in the Kachin 
area across the Ruessang-Mon border. Informed sources believe that the 
majority of the leaders purged are from Angami, Khesang and Ao tribes. 
Konyake and Khemungane are probably resisting the Maoist inroads. 


The president of the rebel groups is a Burmese Naga, Khaplang and his 
“commander-in-chief" another Burmese Naga, Thangbo. Both are from the Hemi 
tribe and both are staunch followers of Beijing. Mulvah and leak head the 
civilian set-up. 


Plastic tage with Maoist inscriptions do circulate in remote Naga villages, 
where the people apparently gather them as toys, innocent of the inscrip- 
tions. Thies reporter sew one tag in Ukhrul. 


The Maoist ascendance explains why the Pangeha peace initiative is dormant 
or dead. The peace camp apparently has been wound up. Peace Council 
members like Keviallay, Phizo's brother Kenneth Kerhuo and Ramyo made 
several visite to Pangeha once famous for head hunting, to ensure a dialogue. 


But the response was not encouraging. No one of importance among the 
eastern Nagas or among the China-returned group led by Muivah and leak 
showed up. The Burmese Nagas apparently sent word that they would welcome 
help to fight the Burmese authorities. 
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Reporte say armas are readily available across the border, but for a price. 
Surmese search-and-desatroy operations ueing helicopters reault only in way- 
ward movement, Since the same Naga tribe Lives on both sides of the border, 
shelter ie really no problem. And, having done several hundred kilometres 
of the border by jeep, one can testify that there are whole ranges devoid 

‘f human life. Policing such a border is a nightmare. 


iver 3,000 Karene are said to have fled into Thailand following Burmese 
artillery operations. Ethnic revolte in western Burma, on the other hand, 
seem to enjoy considerable impunity from a Burmese presence. Moreover 
the Burmese White Flag Communiets, or Beijing supporters, act ae a cushion 
since Burmese forces would have to pass through areas controlled by them 
before tackling the hill tribes. Observers say that Burmese authority 

ia only national north of Mandalay. 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


WEST BENGAL CONGRESS(U)--Calcutta, March 24. Mr Priya Ranjan Dae Munehi, 
a member of the Congresse(U) Working Committee, will be the next President 
of the West Bengal unit of the party, replacing Mre Purabi Mukherjee, the 
present incumbent. Mre Mukherjee has decided to step down to devote more 
time to her work as a Rajya Sabha member. Asked whether he would be the 
President of the State party, Mr Dae Munshi told the PTI "if the party 
wante me, I am prepared to shoulder the responsibility."--PTI [Text] 
(Madras THE HINDU in English 25 Mar 80 p 10) 





STEEL PLANT CONSTRUCTION--New Delhi, March 24. Construction of the Visak- 
hapatnam steel plant is expected to commence by December this year. About 
75 percent of the land for the project has already been acquired, and the 
site survey and soil investigation work are under way, according to an 
official press release here today. Work to provide about one million 
gallons of water daily to meet the construction requirements will be com- 
pleted soon. The 3.4—million-tonne capacity port-based integrated steel 
plant, including a foreign exchange component of Re 500.20 crores, was 
sanctioned in June 1979. The plant is to be set up in two overlapping 
stages. The production capacity envisaged for the first stage is 710,000 
tonnes of light medium merchant mill products, 305,000 tonnes of salable 
billets and 502,000 tonnes of salable pig iron. This stage is to be com- 
pleted, in four years. The second stage will be completed two years after 
the commissioning of the first stage. The plant is being set up with the 
assistance of the Soviet Union, which has offered a credit of Re 250 
crores for the first stage. The plant will produce wire rods, light and 
medium merchant products, and universal beam mill products, which inci- 
dentally would be manufactured for the first time in a universal beam 
mill in the country.-——PTI and UNI. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 
25 Mar 80 p 10] 


DIPLOMATIC APPOINTMENTS--New Delhi, March 24. The Joint Secretary in 
charge of policy planning in the External Affairs Ministry Mr C.V. 
Ranganathan, has been appointed Commissioner in Hong Kong in view of 

his special knowledge of China and the Indo-China States. As head of 

the Northern Division, he had played a prominent part in getting the Sino- 
Indian dialogue under way during 1978 which led to Mr Vajpayee's visit 

to China. He continued to be closely associated in his capacity as Joint 








Secretary in charge of policy planning, with the decision of the 

present Government to carry thie dialogue to the next atage at which the 
two sides could come to gripe with epecific teaues inatead of confining 
themeelves to the generalities of normalisation, Thies new approach was 
indicated in the President's observations when the Chinese Ambassador 
recently presented hie credentials, Another politically important diplo- 
matic appoinement is that of Mr Salman Haider ae the next Indian Ambasea~ 
dor to Bhutan. He has been chosen for this assignment on completion of 
hie normal term as India's deputy permanent representative at the United 
Nations. The former official epokesaman, Mr §.V. Purushottam, who has been 
looking after the UN Division in the Ministry of Internal Affaire for the 
last few months, will replace him. [Text) [Madras THE HINDU in English 
25 Mar 80 p 10) 


WOMEN'S FRONT COMMITTEE--New Delhi, March 26: A 3l-member AICC(1) women's 
front with Mre Vidyawati Chaturvedi, M.P., ae ite chairman, has been 
constituted by Mre Indira Gandhi, a party press release said today. The 
members of the advisory committee are Mre B. Radhabai Anandrao, Mre 

D.H. Vidya, Mre Pratibha Singh, Mre Ramdulari Sinha, Mre Madhuri Singh, 
Mre Krishna Sahi, Mise Kamla Kumari, Mre Kumudben Joshi, Mre Maimoona 
Sultan, Mre Ratan Kumari, Mise Pushpa Devi Singh, Mise Saroj Khaparde, Mre 
Sushila S. Adivarakar, Mre Usha Prakesh Chodhary, Mre Kesharbai Keshir- 
egar, Mre Sukhbane Kaur, Mre Gurbinder Kaur Barar, Mre M. Chandrasekhar, 
Mre Usha Verma, Mre Rajendra Kumari Bajpai, Mre Sheila Kaul, Mre Moheina 
Kidwai (all MPs), Mre Vv. Jaya Laxmi, ex-MP, Mre Anware Taimur, Mises 

Shyam Kumari Devi, Prof. Nirmala Kumari Shekhawat, Mre Parnauti Neogi 
(W.B.), Mre Nafeesath Beebi (Kerala), Mre Sulochana Katkar (Goa) and Mre 
Nagamma Krishnamurthy (Karnataka). [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA 

in English 27 Mar 80 p 9) 


NEW UTTAR PRADESH SECRETARY--Lucknow, March 26.--Mr Ram Bahadur Sauxena, 
chairman of the U.P. State Road Transport Corporation, has been appointed 
Chief Secretary to the State Government. He takes over from Mr D.K. Bhat- 
tacharya. Mr Bhattacharya has been appointed chairman of the U.P. Public 
Service Commission. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 27 Mar 80 


p 9) 


NAVAL APPOINTMENT--Visakhapatnam, March 25: Vice-Admiral M.K. Roy has 
taken charge as flag officer commanding-in-chief, eastern naval command, 
relieving Vice-Admiral Shunker, who has been posted as vice-chief of the 
naval staff. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 26 Mar 80 p 1) 











DROUGHT IN SEVEN STATES--At least seven Indian States are threatened with 
drought conditions, There may be acute scarcity of drinking water, food 
and fodder in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Orissa, Rajasthan, 
Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh unless prepatory action wae taken immediately 
to meet any eventuality, the official sources said. Indian Agriculture 
Minieter, Rao Birendra Singh has forwarded a letter to the governments of 
these States carrying a 12-point drought management programme out lined by 
prime minister Indira Gandhi. The action programme stipulates setting up 

a feeding centre in every Panchayat circle for children, nureing mothers, 
expectant women and destitudes, The programme envisages appointment of full- 
time Relief Officers in districts most seriously affected by scarcity of 


food, employment and drinking water and ensuing availability of food~grains. 
(Text) [Islamabad THE MUSLIN in English 15 Apr 80 p 4] 


NEW NAGALAND GROUP--Kohima, March 25.--The Nagaland Deputy Speaker, Mr 
Rainbow Ezung, the former Deputy Chief Minister, Mr &.C. Jamir and two 
United Democratic Front legislators, Mr Kihhrt Kihoto Sema and Mr Kiching- 
se, today formed a new group--the United Democratic Front (Progressive), 
reporte UNI. They were expelled on March 21 from the UDF Parliamentary 
Party for their alleged “anti-party activities." PTI adds: The central 
executive committee of the United Democratic Front today expelled Mr 
Kyuomo Lotha, the sitting party member in the Rajya Sabha, from active 

and primary membership of the party for five years on charges of “anti- 
party activities." Mr Lotha had filed his nomination for the ensuing 
biennial election to the State's hone Rajya Sabha seat against the party's 
official candidate, Mr Aliba Imti, the party president. [Text] [Calcutta 
THE STATESMAN in English 26 Mar 80 p 4) 


RESIGNATION OF YOUTH LEADERS--New Delhi, March 25.--Four national council 
members of the Indian Youth Congress (U), who are also the leaders of 
their reepective States units, yesterday resigned from the IYC (U) and 
also from the Congress (U) in protest against the “autocratic” way of the 
party leadership in appointing Mr Suresh Kalnadi president of the youth 
wing. The four members are Mr Prahaddha Laha (West Bengal), Mr Ashok 
Kumar (Bihar), Mr Sarinder Bahadur (Uttar Pradesh) and Mr P.N. Rupawate 
(Maharashtra). The president of the Orissa unit is also understood to have 
tendered his resignation. In a statement, the four leaders also protested 
against the changing of the name of the Indian Youth Congress (U) to 
National Presidium of Youth Congress, “without consulting the IYC (U) 
general body." [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 26 Mar 80 p 4) 
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KAMPUCHEA 


YUGOSLAV NEWSMAN REPORTS ON VISIT TO KHMER ROUGE LEADERS 


Belgrade NEDELJNE INFORMATIVNE NOVINE in Serbo-Croatian No 1522, 9 Mar 80 
pp 36-39 


\Report on interview with leaders of Democratic Kampuchea, in secret Khmer 
Rouge Camp in northeastern Kampuchea, from 27-29 February, by Enver 
Mulahueic } 


[Text] Among the foreign correspondents who last week, from 27 to 29 
February, visited the secret Khmer Rouge camp in northeastern Kampuchea and 
talked to Khieu Samphan, Ieng Sary, and other leaders of Democratic 
Kampuchea were Enver Mulahusic, the TANJUG correspondent in Bangkok, and 
Jhiarra Sotocorona, a reporter for the Italian daily PANORAMA, from which 
NIN receives articles on a sindicated basis. Their reports are published 
here from the actual location, as written especially for NIN. 


"I would like you to understand that this is not an ordinary war, nor 
ordinary aggression. This is a special war and an attempt to destroy the 
Khmer nation completely. In it the Vietnamese aggressors do not hesitate 

to use the most extreme methods of mass killing. They use firepower, 
poisonous substances, the crushing of helpless people with tanks and perhaps 
the most inhuman, starvation." 


"The past cannot be concealed. Everyone has a past, and no one is immune 
from mistakes. We do not believe that our past is as black as some people, 
for this or that reason, assert in an apparent attempt to clear their own 
conscience of a burden. The people and history will make their own judgment 
about that. We must now think about the present and the future, for the 
survival of our people is in question." 


"How does one resist that danger, how does one prevent extermination. That 
is thé most important thing now, not support for a discussion about the past 
that would lead us nowhere and which would have no end. For if we begin to 
analyze the past, then we will be drawn into debates about Lon Nol and his 

regime, about the Americans and hundreds of thousands of tons of American 

bombs that have been dropped on our country. We will have to talk about the 
way it was before Lon Nol, about the things done by the colonialists. That 
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ie precisely what the Vietnamese aggressors desire, to divide us eo they 
can destroy ue more easily and grab our land." 





These statements represent the basic message that the president of 
Democratic Kampuchea, Khieu Samphan and his collaborators, wished to send 


to the world through the group of foreign correspondents. 
A Camp For Gueste 


For two days we were their gueste at one of the Khmer Rouge bases on the 
Dangrek Mountain Range slopes, which stretch along the northern Kampuchean 
border with Thailand. 


The camp where we spoke with the leaders of Democratic Kampuchea was about 
an hour and a half from the Thailand border by foot. Actually, we did not 
see the entire camp and we do not know how it was organized. We were in a 
smaller camp for guests which, as we concluded, was a component of the base. 
We were told, however, that the base was not the permanent seat of the 
government. That was at another location, probably in some other province, 
perhaps at the opposite end of the country. 


Thies was only the command post for the guerrilla detachments that were 
operating in northern areas of the country. Their leader was Em Soern, the 
former commanding officer of the second division which, on the eve of the 
Vietnamese invasion, was stationed in Takeo province, south of the “Parrot's 
Beak." At that time its complement included 10,000 troops. Before the 
onslaught of the incomparably more powerful enemy, the division retreated 
while doing battle to the region of Battambang, and then received orders to 
move to the region where, in accorda.ce with the tactics of guerrilla 
warfare, detachments composed of the division's soldiers are now operating. 


I asked Commanding Officer Soern, "How many soldiers from your division died 
before they reached this region?" 


He answered, "About 600, including a number who succumbed to malaria." 
"And how many were wounded?" 
"Even more." 


He did not offer a precise number. Perhaps the exact data are not available. 
In any case, many of them had already returned to the lines. Later, when 

we visited one of the detachments commanded by this man, who in appearance 
was quite a young officer, and about whom it is said that he has been in the 
ranks of the Khmer Rouge since 1970, we met some of those wounded. Machine 
gunner Sen Torn told me how he was wounded in the leg in the first days of 
the war. Along with other wounded men of his division, he was transferred 
to a hospital in Battambang province. 
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He etated, "I was afraid I would lose a leg. Luckily, the wound healed, 
there were no complicationa." 


After 2 monthe in the hospital, which in that period was evacuated several 
times, Machine Gunner Torn returned to hie unit. 


No One le Flawless 


During the 2 days we spent at the Khmer Rouge base, we were unable to see 
everything we wanted to, but what we heard and saw was more than enough to 
comprehend the terrible dimensions of one people's tragedy. 


Naturally, we heard the most from President [Khieu] Samphan, who did not 
avoid speaking to use even about the most delicate matters. 


For 3 houre he explained to us the present situation in Kampuchea, and 
responded to our questions which included both awkward and provocative 
questions. 


[Question] Are the Vietnamese accusations true that your regime has killed 
more than 3 million people? 


{[Anewer) I have already said that no one is flawless. The claims about 
massive killings are, however, a common lie. We have had no reason to 
pursue such a policy. Our people is now exposed to genocide. I have no 
precise statistics about the deathe, but I can tell you that the Vietnamese 
aggressors in the past 14 months have exterminated more than 2 million 


Kampucheans." 
A Historical Compromise 





[Khieu] Samphan was convinced that sooner or later, all Kampuchean patriots 
would perceive that the new policy of his government was not any sort of 
tactical adventure or "cosmetic polishing," as some western newspapers 
assert. 


{[(Khieu] Samphan) Our longterm orientation has been in essence that we hope 
to unite all patriotic forces around a platform of mutual interests, that 
is, around the etruggle for the defense of our people, which is threatened 
by the danger of extermination. Therefore, we have proclaimed that at the 
present moment our primary task is not the building of socialism, but the 
battle against the aggressor. 


As a framework for that unity, the formation of a “Patriotic and Democratic 
Front for the General Popular Unity of Kampuchea" has been proposed; its 
program would serve as the “temporary fundamental law" of the country, in 
place of the previous constitution which has been suspended. The program 
of the front calle for the building of a democratic society, with the free 
formation of political parties, and guarantees of all human freedoms and 
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righte to the citizens, including the right to private property, family 
life, education and religious conviction. 


Actually, these principles provide the framework for the future social 
order of the country. 


Democratic Kapuchea's leaders conceive that the decision on the future 
social order will be made at general elections. 


{(Khieu] Samphan] With the aim of guaranteeing completely free elections, 
we can form a coalition government that will contain Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk, and Son San, and even Heng Samrin. We are also completely in 
agreement with the idea that the elections be held under the supervisions 
of the Secretary General of the United Nations, as well as forces of the 
world organization. All of that, however, can be done only after the 
Vietnamese troops have withdrawn completely from our territory. 


Prince Sihanouk has been offered a position at the head of the "Patriotic 
and Democratic Front," but he at present refuses to join in association with 
the Khmers Rouges. He still does not trust them, and cannot forgive them 
for holding him in the royal palace under house arrest in Phnom Penh for 

2 and 1/2 years. 


[Question] What does President [Khieu] Samphan think about the "free 
Khmers?" 


{[{Khieu] Samphan] There are many such groups that squabble among themselves. 
All of them have declared that they will fight against Vietnam and against 
us. In reality, they have not fought against the Vietnamese aggressors at 
all. Instead of that, they have attacked our detachments from ambush as 
they were going into action against the Vietnamese, or when they were 
returning from such attacks. Nevertheless, we are not losing hope. 


We will attempt to restore contacts with them and to explain to them that 
now, when the very survival of our people is in question, it is not the time 
for internal strife and deceit. We do not insist that they join the 
"Patriotic and Democratic Front," if that does not suit their purposes. Let 
them remain outside of the front, but let them not attack us, not carry on 
warfare against us. Let them begin to fight against the common enemy, and 
we will offer them help and support. Or, if they do not want to fight the 
Vietnamese, let them leave us in peace as well. Fortunately, an increasing 
number of regular soldiers of those groups understand our position and 
believe in it, so that the number of attacks by the "free Khmers" on our 
detachments has decreased recently. 


Most probably, this is the basis for the conviction of many leaders of 
Democratic Kampuchea that the "free Khmers," or at least a majority of them, 
will sooner or later perceive that now is not the time for political strife, 
for it is necessary to save the people, which at this moment is living 
through the most difficult tragedy in its history. 
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In the Village of Phum Thmed 


Certainly we were only partly able to observe the catastrophic dimensions 

of that tragedy in the village of Phuw Thmei which we visited on the second 
day of our stay with the Khmers Rouges. Located in the middle of a thick 
woods, this is one of the new villages that have been established on free 
territory, with the help of the government, by refugees from the area under 
Vietnamese control, It was about an hour's walk from the "guest camp" where 
we spent the night. 


Currently there are 1,153 inhabitants in the village, of which about 700 
are women and more than 100 children. The remainder are war invalide and 
older people. They are organized as one huge family. They dwell in common 
cabins made of poles, branches and leaves. They eat from a common kettle, 
which for the present offers extremely poor fare. The government has 
orovided them with a certain amount of rice and salt, and for now, at least, 
that ie their chief if not only food. Only occasionally do they manage to 
obtain a little dried fish. 


As we were told by So Kenta, a nurse, "Consequently, everyone suffers from 
vitamin deficiency, so that their resistance is low and they become ill 
readily. Our most serious problem is malaria, and there is also a rather 
large number of liver ailments. For most ailments there are no medicines, 
30 that we make do somehow with various medicinal herbs." 


She led us off to show us their hospital, located several hundred meters 
from the village. There were two cabins, similar to those we had seen in 
the village, placed in the shade under the protection of giant teak trunks. 
[n contrast to the village cabins, which reminded one of cottages and which 
contained raised places covered with mats that served for common beds, the 
hospitals have separate beds for each patient, although the beds were also 
made of poles and branches, with a thin straw mattress and mosquito netting 
attached to a rooflike structure. Both of the hospital cabins contained 20 
patients, primarily women. 


(he patients here enjoy another privilege. They get the first vegetables 
zrown in the little gardens around the village cabins. Soon there will also 
be some for the other people. Near the village there have also been drawn 
out some 50 parcels, about the size of basketball courts. Sone of them are 
2 or 3 times that size. The problem, however, is water, which is carried 
from a distance of several hundred meters. 


"his afflicted world in the village of Phum Thmei lives pitifully and 
irduously, but no one complains. They met and saw us off with laughter, and 
they showed us how they live without hesitation. In immeasurable poverty, 
but with some sort of roof over their heads and with the knowledge that after 
i111, someone is concerned about then. 
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BRIEFS 


AFFORESTATION SCHEME~-Kathmandu, March 25: A long-term project to help 
check the problems of extensive soil erosion and progressive desertifi- 
cation of hill areas in Nepal will be launched in May with substantial 
assistance from the World Bank, FAO and UNDP. The integrated scheme is 
expected not only to promote afforestation but also check large-scale 
migration of hill dwellers to the plains. The first five-year phase of 
the project, which will continue until the end of the century, will be 
implemented with assistance amounting to $25 million. It will cover 
forests in 340 villages in ten administrative divisions. Afforestation 
will be undertaken in panchayat forests, while one million trees will be 
planted in private forests. Trees over an area of 39,000 hectares will 
be protected. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 26 Mar 80 p 9] 
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PAKISTAN 


ENFORCEMENT OF ISLAMIC LEGAL SYSTEM NOTED 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 19 Mar 80 pp C & D 


[Article by Dr Tanzil Ur-Rahman] 
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Although the Constitution of 
1962 declared as its first principle 
of law-making that “no law should 
be repugnant to laam”", by 
Constitution (first Amendin 
Act, 1963, Principle No. | we 
made more realistic by inserting the 
sentence, “no law shall be 
repugnant to the teachings and 
requirements of Islam, as set ou 
in the holy Qur'an and Sunnah”. 

But under Article 6(1) it was 

rovided that ‘the re ty of 
Geciding whether & proposed law 
does o1 does not te or is not 
otherwise in accordance with the 
principles of Law: making, is that of 
the legislature conce ' 


In sub-Article 2 of the said 
Article 6, it was further provided 
that the validity ofva law shall not 
be called in question on the ground 
that the law disregards, violates, 
or is otherwise not in of 
with the principles of Law-making”. 

The abov of law- 


mak 


merely 
ilusory. It remained * 
statement of the don” about 
Islam as & sort of manifesto of 
Constitution-makers. In fact, it pro 
ved to be a deaddetter of the 
Constitution in so far as the Courts’ 
\v tion and enforcement of 
slamic: law in Pakistan was con- 
cemed 


In the Constitution of 1973, 
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These Shari'at Benches have 
been empowered to strike down the 
existing future laws, with cer- 
tain — viz, the Constitu- 
tion, M Personal Law, Fiscal 
and Taxation Law, and the Law 
relating to procedure, that are 


to the | tions of 
I —8 null and void. The Pn a 
con , con exclusive 
jurleaiebon ds the Benches, 
constituted under the Order, not 
only to declare existing as well 


as future laws, with the above 
exceptions, to be Islamic or un- 


Islamic but, one step further, in 
the event of concl that it ts 
not, to a verdict as to what 


extent it ant tothe S. 
and how best it*can be aes b 


order to articulate it, as com 


iw or provision shall, t 
tent to which it is held t 
a t, Ceases oa A. 

on which of 
the Shari‘at Bench takes effect. 
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THE HUDUD ORDINANCES 


HADD PUNISHMENT FOR 
‘THEFT 


the value of stolen 


ender labie to award of Hadd 
punishment, from the joint of 
wrist by a surgéon causing least 
on and with utmost care, 

its requisite conditions relating 
to the propesty at out of the 
safe an 2 , the * 
mum quantity of stolen proper 
= rt 4457 ~ four ery 
‘our, five, seven — grams o , 
or other property of equivalent 
value), duly proved by two adult 
male witnesses from 
major sins, after scrutiny and 
tion and after 


-cants, musical instruments, perish- 


= oodstuffs, fexcept that there 
the latter for a long period), or that 


property 
the deduction of the amount of 
his: debt, is less than the fixed 
quantum (Nisab) stolen, or the 
number of witnesses are not ful- 


the servant or employee of a 
of com 
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of force, for the purpowe of taking 
away openly without his consent 
any woh property in someones 
potsesion, the theft of which may 
be lable to award of Medd, atiacks 
him or causes wrongful restraint, oF 
(Nveatens him with murder or hurt, 
will be liable to bedd punishment, 
vie, if the offender takes away the 
property to the extent of the fined 
quantum, hie right hand from the 
—3 — lett foot 7 the ankle 

camputated a wrpeon, 
if he commete murder while comme 
‘ling robbery, he dhall be sentenced 
to death w shall not be remitt 
ed ever, if the murder it pardoned 
by the heirs of the murdered 


person 


HA DD PUNISHMENT FOR 
ADULTERY | 


Section “497 of the Pakistan 
Penal Code with the offence 
of adultery p certain safe 
guards to the offender, in as much 
as if the adultery was with the 
consent of connivance cof the 
hutband, no offence of adultery 
would be deemed to have com 
mitted in the eye of the Law. The 
wife, under the preexisting Law, 
wat also not to be punished w 
abetter Islamic law knows po suct 
exceptions, it Ges » Very seriow 
view of fornication and adultery 

they the socks 


i 
F 
ss 
ssSse 


: 

gs 

. 

5=8 


; 
‘i 
ai 

2 


it 


H 


: 
: 
! 
2 


i 
; 
i 


zs 
25 z 
> 
= 
= 





nee s oe Umar 
honMu citize 
Pakistan, however, have < 


permitied to posses and . 
— 222 BY: 


Let this fact be placed on record 
that in the promulgation of the 
Naud Ordinance King Kha i 





3 
: 


So the 
sytiom. In (his respect, as o first 
wep to ring about 4 change in 
4 te —5 *8 

an 
ley ef Ene od Un 
deined in Article 31 of the Pekitan 
* pan of iv7s ene pe 
| prowimons 
lating 0 Wealth Tex, Income 
Tax end Land Revenue. 

li has been sccepted by the 
Sais yal ong the sen 
concerned will be deducted from 


lif 
: 
Ai 


il 
‘i 


ne 
HW 


1. 
* 
52 


i 











het thie fact be placed on record that in the promulgation of the Hadud 
ordinances, King Khalid Bin Abdul Agiz of Saudi Arabia took keen interest, 

in ae much as he deputed Dr Ma'Roof Al-Dawalibi, hie adviser, to aseiet 

the Pakistan government in achieving the great task. Dr Ma'Roof Al-Dawalibi, 
who ie a echolar of Lelamic lew and jurisprudence, stayed in Pakistan for 
nearly two monthe and actively engaged himself in the codification of 

Hudud ordinances in the Islamic council at several sittings with Pakistani 
scholare of whom the present writer happened to be one of them. 
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PAKISTAN 


PLANS TO CUT IMPORT OF EDIBLE OIL 


islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 12 Apr 80 p 6 


| Text | 
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PAKISTAN 


WHEAT OUTPUT TARGET TO EXCEED 10.63 TONS 
Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 11 Apr 80 p 6 


[Text] The country will have a record wheat production this year, exceed- 
ing the target of 10.63 million metric tonnes, it was officially stated here 
today. 


According to official sources, the output would be to the tune of 10.87 
million tonnes as against 8.3 million tonnes last year. 


As a result of record wheat production, the country would be closer to 
achieving self-sufficiency in this important cereal crop and the import of 
wheat would be substantially reduced. 


The total area under wheat crop during the Rabi season was 6.52 million 
hectares about 5.6 percent more than the target area. In view of this 
success, more efforts would be made aot only to increase the acreage but 
aleo to improve the output by utilizing better inpute during the next rabi 
season, the sources said. 


The sources said that several factors were involved in achieving better 
results thie time. One of them was the use of very high quality seeds of 
improved varieties, including locally evolved rust-free and high-yielding 
varieties. 


The seeds were distributed among the farmers well in time and continuous 
care was taken by the extension officers to ensure that they are grown in 
the suitable zones. Particularly, the seed exchange programme in the 
Punjab proved very beneficial in appropriate distribution of the improved 
varieties according to ecological suitability, they said. 


Besides adequate quantity of fertilizers were made available to the growers 
at appropriate time as a result of the fertilizers consumption this year 
went up by 30 percent and the per acre yield rose to 29 maunds against 

18 acres last year. 





Punjab 


Quoting official sources, Radio Pakistan reported that the crop condition 
throughout the Punjab Province is govd and there are chances that the 
production may exceed the set target of 7.7 million tone. Harvesting of 
wheat in Southern Division of Bahawalpur and Multan which are major wheat 
growing areas will start within a week. However, in some areas harvesting 
has already begun. 


Sind 


Harvesting of new wheat crops have started in Lower Sind and the crop is 
maturing in Upper Sind for harvesting which will be over by the third-week 
of next month. 


Although the final estimates are not available there are etrong indications 
that the provinces will achieve an all time production record of 1.84 

million metric tone of wheat this year. Thie has been made possible through 
extensive use of fertilizer and good quality seeds. 


In the NWFP, there are bright prospects that the production targets of 
7.76 lakh tone metric tons fixed for this year will be exceeded. The 
increase is due to the incentives provided by the Government and the hard 
work of the farmers coupled with favorable weather conditions. 


Baluchistan 


In plain areas of Baluchistan wheat harvesting has begun while in the up- 
lands harvesting will be undertaken from the third week of next month. 


In Baluchistan wheat has been sown over a record area of 4.60 lakh acres of 
land to yield over two lakh tons. It will be a record wheat production in 
valuchisten this year because of the incentives given to the growers. It 
is possible that the Provinces may produce more than the fixed targets of 
two lakh tons. 
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JAPAN REPORT 


SELECTIVE LIST OF JPRS SERIAL REPORTS 


KOREAN AFFAIRS REPORT 


MONGOLIA REPORT 
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VIETNAM REPORT 


WORLDWIDE REPORT: 
WORLDWIDE REPORT: 
WORLDWIDE REPORT: 
WORLDWIDE REPORT: 
WORLDWIDE REPORT: 


WORLDWIDE SERIAL REPORTS 


Environmental Quality 

Epidemiology 

Law of the Sea 

Nuclear Development and Proliferation 
Telecommunications Policy, Research and Development 
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